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COMLINESSE. 


"oP is Diſcovered the conve- 


niency of the peoples drawing necreto 


the Table in the ſight thereef when they 
xeceive the Lords Supper, 


With the great unfitneſſe of recei- 


ving itin Pewes in Loxdon,for the Noycl- 
ty of hizh and cloſe Pewcs. 
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| Theformer way of receiving tending te edi- 


fication by the Sacrament, the latter to-the-de- 
ſtruion thereof. 


Om  —— 


By Ephraim I dall, Rector of St, HE Londen 


Foy though I be abſent from ou in the we leſh, yet am I preſemt 


with you in Spirit, joying and beholding your order and ed- 
"faftneſſe of your Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 


1 Con. 18. 28. | 
LP "Sh edifying. 40. Let a things be done 


ade). order. 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 
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T' #5 ingentouſly confeſſed, that thif ſets- 
ting up of the Table of late like an Al. 
tar brought into many Churches, fixing: 
it tothe nall,and railing it about oz the 
three other parts of it, whatever the intention there. 
of was, was uot ſo convenient for the Communion as 
If it had food in the middle of the Chancelhand the 
Raile beepe ſquare about it. For inthe Altar way, 
one fide of the Table nas nboly leſt, ſo. that the br rng-. 


ing of thegreateſt number of Commanicants ag. one: 


time to the T able was neither effeiied, neither dee F 
thinke it was intendedwhich ſhould be cur greateſt 
care and ayme. eArd peragduentare one part of therr 
$ntention was to ſee that all the Commanicants did 
kneele at the Communion according. tothe «Aft of 
Parliament in that caſo provided. But ] profeſſe 


another intention in that which 1defiy e,viz. to bring. 


the greateſt number tegether tte theChancell inſight 
of the T able,both in their Pewes and in.49y other ad-' 
ditionallway that may be imyented, nodto bee ſurs: 


. they kneele for though kneeling hath ever beene' my 


prefiiſe, and the gefture 1 have perſwaded others. too. 
ar the gefture eſtabliſhed by Lawn which perſmajionl 
bave prevailed with divers ſonewhat oppoſite; yet. of: 
the State ſhall thinke fit to alter that geſture my a 
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* fare remains notwithſtanding us of 4 thing moſt fit for 
" Communicating. be the geſture whatſ oever it ſhall be, 
&#44 therefore, conſidering that the*Lords Swpper 

it #& Commanton,baving alſo divers efj entrall aftions 
about it which are ſrgnes running in our ſences,and 
ordamed to raiſe the heart inwardly, ty that nhich is 
ſeene outwardly to apprehenſion of the thing that us fge 
nified inthe ſigne, und becauſe.the words of Bentedittt- 
on byPrayer and Tharkeſpiving are appointed for the 
mftrufiion aig edification of the people in ſeperating 
the Elements of Bread end Wine unto that buly and 
Sarrementall uſe and toraiſe them V9 thankeful- 
n1ejſe to God, and Prayer for ſpirituall benefit th that 
heavenly banquet, nhich things cannot be efjetied 
but by comming up to the Table tn ſight and bearing 
of the Miniſter,conſidering alſo bow farre we are de- 

enerated from @ due manner of receiving (in Lon- 

on eſpectally) by « [ate new kindof building thePewes 

fo much higher and claſer then heretofore,tor that all 
the externall ations of the Miniſter, doe loſe thezr 
wſe and Vertus to the greateſt part of the people, toge- 
ther with all the prayers and benediRions, Ly which 
the Elements are conſecrate, ſantiſied andſet apart 
from their Common, to that holy uſe of te Supper 

' of the Lord, to be @ ſpiritaall and Sacramentall re- 
feiton'to the ſoule which benefit theſe new, high, aud 
cloſe Peres doe evacuate and deftroy. Andwithall ta- 
_— of the tubborneſſe of ſome few men wedded 
fo tveir will, and making it a maine part of theirRe- 
ligiont0 thuarte & run-counter ſetting themſelves 
Fn oppoſition te the endeatours of their Miniflers, 
who deſire to bring them together in Communion, fe c 
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' andl firauge to me inreſpet of the manner of commu- 
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the honeur and decency of the Sacramentall admint- 
ftration, and the greater ſpritaall benefit of the re« 
cexvers thereof,of which Miniſters they have no juſt 
cauſe of any ſuſpition of Popery, Althaugh their Mt- 
ziſters have juſt _ to ſuſpeF them of to much want 
of that humility that teſeemes Chrifiian people ts 
their Paftors and ty their fiubborneſſe,. threatnsngs 
bebind their backe,and perverſe and petulant carrte 
age towards them, of tos grettſeeming want of trath, 
of grace, or too great blemiſh, or weakeneſe therein 
ing dewne their godly care this way as att inuvUar 
tion,and threatning them with theParliament,buil- 
ding of their high Pewes, being indeed &'new thing, 
&:. forcing then to make ſome proviſion in the Chan. 
cell for p; Communion, which they by their high 
Pemes bave made the body of the Charch wafit p.4 
Theſe conſidered, Thave thought fit to declare my r64- 
ſons for this way of the athminiflr ation of theCommus- 
nion, nhich hath been my pr afiſe fince I have been « 
Miniſter for about 30 yeares paſt (when innovats.. 
095, were not thought of) except that about two yeares 
ſpace when 1] came firſt to Londen, where] found tha 
manner of recerying theCommunion in my judgemens 
ris maruelous Untoward, (& inconvenient to the Ad1- 
nifter,and unprofit able for the people, and unnarthy and 


#acompetent to the nature of the Sacrament, and new 


nitatiang every where | have lived from my Touth, . 
who have led my life in thoſe: places both in the U- 
niverſity, and ſince 1 came from thence that have bin 
branded with the odious reproach of Puritanicall r4- 
ther then that of Poyiſh or formall, which is now our 
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To the Reader, 
Bauge and Livery from many men that bave vothi 
to commend them for Religious but cenſuring and des 
faming of the innocent, . ſu which reſpeft 1 tooke the 
opport wnty of a higher matter andof another nature 
commended tous, and ſet up a ſquare Kyle zn the | 
Chanctll at tbe Communion timesonely,(7 that withe 
#2 thePewes which were made to fold downe for that 
»ſe,aud went ſqaareabout theChaucellexcepting the 
E aft end where the Pew was removed before] came,by 
this means I recez Ved 4 double rewof Communsc ants 
one with inthe other neere theT able 1n 4 very ſmail 
Chancelito the nitber of 40.075 0.A4t one time 17 the 
Fewes (7 attheRaile,cy when they bad recerued,ane- 
ther tompany after them, and ſo till ali ded received 
\axd adminifredwith mach eaſe, quick difyatch,aud 
.bexefit to thoſe that knew how to uſt 4 S«crament and 
- theS neramentell aft ions theresbout,by diſterning the 
-things 5 atr amortaill zu thee fignes,and all this with 
:tbe'greatwillingneſſe, content od. approbation of the . 
of wife axcient, aud Religions perfors tu my. P 4- 
wiſh, yet not ſo, but that ſome one or two (or how ma- 
9 I kuow n10t, but ſurely they are neither confiderable 
for number age, diſcretion,or Religion) did puſſe end 
blow, and threaten behind my back to bring me tnto 
the Parliament, for thrs diſlike hath appeared onely 
ſince theParliament aud ſome body as | have been in- 
formed did attempt toget hands to aPetition agarnſt 
me, for about that time he was thought no body that 
bad not a fling at his Miniſter, but that powder was 
too daiicke to take nith men, that wanted his fooleſh 
firewbo ere he were which was quickly quenched by my | 
loutng Pariſhioners, whofor the generall have carri- 
h 7 | ed 
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| - =, Tothe Reader, © 
| ex themſetu;s towards'me, ag 1 anſwtiebly labour to 
doe to-them with that loving regard that our mutual 
relation doth require from us. And why hath af this 
bluſter binſurely only for thatRatlega\liqght G& move. 
able thing ſet up at. the Coumanjon tine, alone; for 
the uſe, benefit; eaſe of the Communitaifts to\lears: 
andſtay on in kneeling downe 41d riſing up,&.to keep 
theTable awd furnitare on it at the tne frembeing 
thruſt and tumbled downe bythe crowd of people, and 
thentaken done again,and ſet away ty theralls tall. 
the nextCommunion, nhich-order of communicating my 
People bath bin honored by the preſence of druers wor- 
thy and Religious perſonag es, members of the Parlig-» 
raent ere ther oc6:jouung with wi in that haly afti-" 
04,mithout any ſhew of d5/lthe.Nyw both deſiring this 
nay of adminiſtration may be made common, if tering 
thought expedrent it ſhall be approved,and to giveſan .. 
bi5fa40n wto all my people upon nwhat grownds.L bawe:. 
uſed this order of adminiftration of tbe" Sacramenr, 
ereofigenerally they need no farther ſatisfaF19 then 
they have already, having freely. and without any.re- 
kiZgace obſerved.it unto the laſiConmunion;eing 6+ 
Peaple very orderly, and willing toeaſegcontent andiite x 
caurage me 14. my myſterie,rather then given to oppbſe 
and quarrel! with me. And alſd to ſatisfie any other 
capable of ſatisfatton by :xay of reaſon;which reanfeſſe 
ah this. trme to be arare thing, an Aﬀeican Monſter, 
dud glneft 4 ftrazger 13 0ur -Jlrael, if they at leaſt - 
wyſe be our Iraclites thet are the maſt talkative 4nd 
flirring people in the buayles that be among us ; And 
\bat thoſe in the City who have beard me divers 
lewes traduged and Ibreatved with the Patliatnent, | 
| 2 may 
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may underſtand the cauſe, ard know the great ofjence 
is layd unto my charge,hy aty greeue beat, :or proud 
heart, being alſounwilling that turbulent clamour 
that think 65.46 ſel{e.alone Ryligious, becauſe it can 
cryout.'#lond;Þ apary ( Innouation,and threaten men 
with the Parliament that feares it as little, bleſs 
God for tt as much, and pray for it more peraduenture . 
then theraſelves, for theſe cauſes I bave writ theſe 
few linds ty vindicate my reputation, that bath been 
laſted by ſome that regard nat what reproach they 
hn Minifter, be he whom, or what boe will, 
that doz's not humour them in eUery addle Phanſie,sf 
mancan giue-better reaſon for any differing u- 
. fapt,! ſpat laymy band upon my mouth, if not, | could 
beartilywiſh it were fo ordered io bs adninifired in 
every Congregation inthe Kingdome by autbority, 
which 0 doubt Is bound to reaveſſe the diſordered and 
ehmprofitable manner of receiving crept tn,end for the ' 
preſent generally uſe 1 among us whereof our newhigh, 
long,& cloſeP ets are the main cauſe,being a late &, 
zovell faſhion thing, aud an innovation as ſome men 
count of 1nouetions. Howeuer 1 pray that our State 
mayput us intoſurh «nay 1 may carry with it-2 ſis 
s ſe unto that Sarred Ordinance, and the 
peoples benefit in the uſe thereof, with ſuch eafe an1 
corveriency to the patefull Minifter,as the buſineſſe 
beft performed will effoerdbim; who is tyred more | 
an ſure by the toilſome way of adminiftving in oun 
pewes then by reading the whole Seruee to the 
extroameſ line 211d period. That for the diftemyers of 
ſome few that lowe euer to be jangling that berry the 
fpacial euidencs of Religion, thy dve ſhey #5 may be 
| WEE $0 I. _ 
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healed: that we may.come from time tatime tothe 
Sacrament, adminifirig and receiving it peaceably 
with united bearts that God hay be glorified by\us 
71 that ſeruice, and his Church and people edtfied 
which is all I hawe and which every many onght to 
'haue reſpect v#to, and what way ſorutr this ſhall be, 
we that haue learned to lins inobedience and teach 
others ſo to doe, not being of their licent ions ſtraine 
that will haae nothing imnos'd ugpen them, ſhall reft 
in the direFiow of that ſacred autherity which we 
oraſe not to mention datly ih our Prayers teforeths 
Throne of grace according eur bounden duty, knewing 
that if they order our ſervices aright, we ſball have 
the comfert:, aud they the pracſe with God, if 0- 
therniſt * the griefe will vars, but; the finne' whey 
owne, not ours, before the great high Court of 
Heaven, to which they ſhall be countable in that day 
#2 which the Lord ſha ſhew bimſelfe from Heaven 
with thouſands, of his glorious Sarnts and Angells 
to judge the quick and dead,which dayme believe and 
hooke for to our romforts, indeauouring ta the expe- 
Hation thereof to keepe a good conſtieure Vayd of of- 
fenge vopards God and Man, and perſaade all men ſo 
to doe, that we may tand blameleſſe before bis Ma« 
jeffy, and have boldneſſe in-bis appearing. But fea- 
ring the ſmelling of theſe preluſory lies which1 have 
beone forced to in declaring. mine owne 1nncency,, 
ſhould purchaſe me the reproach that befe! the Citt- 
zens of Myndus, for the great gates of their little 
City; Troacluds with prayer to the God of pearesthat 
ha wouldgive us grace to keepe the unity of the Spirit 
nf proce, felening of RES 
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iove that tend to the advancing of his. Kingdoms in 
our beards ind our mutual edification in. ther grace. 
ef owr 'Lord Chriſt Jefus; towhom 1 am @ ſervant, 
-#34 for his ſake to all men whom 1ſceke topleaſe 
in all things tending to the furtherante 
- ef their Faith, and not otherwiſe ; 
 - foanymanbehewho + 
 bemillbe, 


E.PF 


ACAALAASHASHAZIN'S 


Com- - 
= ” 


UMI 


ZCI EVP 3 I ICT 
SPAIN 
COM MUNION 

; COMLINESSE, 
SPAN the Adminiſtration of 
Wi the Communion, it maybe 
{ wiſhed, that the beſt provi- 
1 fion that can be deviſed, bee 
FMll made, to have the greateſt 
| number of Communicants 
ropether at ore time, at the 
Table, in ſight thereof, and 
bs 5 —— i her. of the Mini- 
ſer that can be recerved thither. And wh& they have 
received,that they may depart and another 'com oP 
come in their roome 3 and ſo, after them, 2thiro, 
and'2 fourth, till all have r<ceived, which may -bee 
done, ita very ſmall Chancell, by providirg,' that 
they may fit in a dotible row of Communicants,the 

Pewes being made ſquare about tke Chancel}, and 
one of them before. the other 3 2s it. js, and hath been 
uſed in Bfect-Frie)s, in Londen, onely with this dif- 
ference, That, wherezs char Church hath the inner 
Pewes immoyveable, becauſe it uſeth not the xopnd | 
foF Biriafi,hich' rs uſed that way ih other Thurs 
ches : the inner Pewes may be madeſs, as they wy 
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be removed, when the ground isto be nfed for Bu- | 
riall 3as nov is praRtiled in many Chnrches, where 
. allrbe Pewes in the Church are fo ordered, That a+ 
ny of them, and all ofrtem ſucceffively, are taken 
up, and the ground uſed. And this order,of a double 
row of Pewes, may be in any Chancell of indiffe- 
rent greatneſſe,that will bearc two rowes of Peres. 
And where the Chancell is ſo {mall, and the roome 
fo ſrair,that only one row of Pewes may ſtand con- 
tinnally, there may be provided a movable Raile,or 
Wainſcot,to be ufed only at the Communiotittme, 
and placed within the Pewes, that rhe Miniſter may 
give the Comunion to them that are at the Raile or 
Weinſcot, and to thoſe alſo: that be ia the Pewes 
behind chem z as it harh beene afed in ſome places, 
by the care and Device of ſome Miniſters,thatdefi- 
ring the Benefit andedification of their people, by 
Seeing and Hearingz and Communicating together, 
25 members of one Body, have, in-thas matiner, 
brought them together about the Table, where 40, 
or fifty ure at one time together, about, and neere 
the ſame, the Pewes going round about the Chan- 
cell, and 2Raile within the Pewes for the Commu- 
nicantsto kncele at 5 which afrer the Communion 
is remov'd till the next Communion. And fo from 
time totune, 
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Reaſons for this manuer of ordering the = 


: Communte”.. 
Fs it is moſt agreeable ro Cnnts7's own iyan- 
> ner of Celebration,in the firſt Inſtitution ;who 
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fatedowne with the Twelve, Math.26,26.1n which 
firlt celebration Þy our Saviour, alchough divers 
doc aftirme rhe geſture that he uſed at thetime of 
Sacrament doth not certainly appeare , becauſe it 
may be poſſible rhat Chriſt might ſtand up when 
hee bleſſed the Elements of Bread and Vane, and 

peradventure alfo at the Paflover , or might uſe 

lomeother geſture then the firlt poſtnre he put him-+ 

ſelfe into. Ofthis uncertainty wee have nothing to 
ſay, onely this, although it be uncertaine whether 
he the geſture or no 3 yet this is Certaine,thae 
all his Diſciples that did communicate were with 
him in common at the ſame Table, within ſight and 
bearing of his words and ations : and to this pur- 
poſe alſo ſerves the direQion given to his Diſciples, - 
verſ.18, To goe to ſuch a man and ſay unto him, 
my time is at hand ] will keepe the Paſſover at thy - 
houſe with my Diſciples, and ſo anſwerably roge- 


' ther with them,at the fame table in the ſame roome, * 


not inſeverall Roomes,or feverall corners.were they 
all preſent with him in the celebration. 

2 It is moſt ſutable with bis intention in the Sa- 
crament 5 which is an outward Signe of an inward 
and ſpirituall Thing, to be received of the heart by 
Faith. Now Cun1sr intended to uſe the Senſes, 
and by.them to affe& and werke upon the heart : 
which is done moſt effetually, in all, when all draw 
neere to ſee and behold the facramentall Elements, 
Rites and ARions abour them at the Table. Wee 
preſſe the ation of breaking the Bread again the 
Papiſt, To what end, if not that the beholders 
aught thereby be led _ the breakirg of the vey 
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of Chrif3. and in like manner, by or” 09s. gre 
of the VV-ine, unto the ſhedding and effuſion of the: 
Blood of Cuxisr 2 Which all ſhall ſee, if there be: 
a competent number at the Table 3 and few ſhall 
{ce,if they fit in Pewves,{o high,as the Pewes in Los: 
donbe. Thus all, by Secing, and hearirg 3 aſwell 
as by taking, and cating, and drinking, and ſmelling, 
ſhall be elevated to the ſpirttuall Actions of Faith, 
and comfortable apprehenfion of That, that theſe! 
externall Actions doe repreſent unro them. : 
3 3.Itis. moſt agrecable to the natureof the Sacra- 
ment 3: which is not orely a Communion of the 
x Cor,10 Faithfull with Chrift, but of the Faithfull alſo one! 
7- with another, For wee, that are many, are one Bread, 
and one Body: but'in bigh ani-ſcattered Pewes, 
where we are ſeperated ſo, that we can neither ee, 
nor heare one the other, this Communionſcems to 

be rent and divided,. into ſo many. fingle Societics 

of twoces and threes, as there be: Pewfulls in the 
Church, more hke ſo many private Maſſes, and 
Houſelings, than one Communion : for, in the pri- 
vate Maſe, the Prieſt receiveth alone,and peradven- 
rure, at.one time there m2ybe three private Maſs; 

In three ſeverall places of the fame Church, and yer 
all of them make not one Communriien, bit are ju- 
ftly taxed by our Divines;though the-people ſtand, 
and looke on, but recerve not : and ſo,:t1m:my appre- 
henfion, is it worthy to be taxed, 'though they doe 
receive, .if they receive it fcattered here and there, 
and are ſhut- np cloſe, that they neither: ſce nor 
heare, untill the Miniſter comieto the Pewes. where' 
they ſitzin which,ſometimes,there are Fa, | 
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and they-farre diſtant one from the other 312 which 
there are but one, or but rwwoCommunicants;in this 
corner 3 and one or two 1n the other corner, and o- | 
thers vp in the Gallery, and ſo will have the Mini- _ 
ſter to hunt-up and downe,, to ſearch them,ont, end ** 
adminifter unto them ſcattered here and there in fe- ' 
verall Pewes, remote one from the other. And | * 
thinke fhortly rhe, Sacrament of the Lords Supper 
will get up intothe Steeple. among the Bells with ' 
us, as the Sacrament of Paperng hath done hereto- ' 
foreamong the Papiſts. And I ſaid, more. like to 
Houſlings, than a Communion 3 for, I {ce no grear | 
difference, betweene carrying home the Comunion | 
ton houſe, and carrying 'it up and down to ſeverall 
Pewes3which are ſocloſe& ſoremote one from the 
other,that there is no more Communion, in hearin 
and ſeeing, betweene ſome of the Communicatits ant 
ether,than between a. kick party at home.) 7 ..cham- 
ber; towhom when the Miniſter comes, the party 
cay heare and ſee what is faid and done to himſelf in 
particular: and many Communicants heare and ſee 
no. morc,hor otherwilc, ſitting remote ſome. of! them 
frem othersgnd quite out of hearing and leeing,ard 
beholding, and haying bodily Communion with no 
more, but thoſe in the ſame Pew with them :w ch 
is often, no more but one fingle, Communicant a; 
lone-in 2 Pew by hingſelfe; and rent from aTfthe reſt 
of the Communicants, and receiving,as it.were in a 
Roome.or Chamber alone, as it is in Honſling of 
the ſficke, among the. Papiſts 3 for with us, no ficke 
perfor is allowed to.receive the Communion with- 
out 4 competent. number to Communicate: with 
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ficke. 

4 Efpecially,this inconvenience is great inLondon, 
| in regard of the new manner of making 'the- Pewes 
. there of later times 3 where they are builc higher 
and lorger, then heretofore they have been, fitrer it 
may be,for greater attention,then the ancient Pewes, 


which were not above the middle of the body, and 


expoſed mens eyes to. more roving and wandring, 


than theſe highPewes,which are more private. Bur, | 


as thoſe antient Pewes were more fit for the uſe of 
the Communiory becauſe of their lownefle 3 though 
not ſo profitable to heare, in the reſpe& mentio- 
ned : ſo theſe latter Pewes,though more fit for bea- 
ring, in regard of their privacie, are, in that very re- 
ſpe&, the more, and altogether unfit to receive the 
ommunigo! 10 3 becauſe, inthe Communien, the 
ſence of ſeeing both ofe the other,and all the whole 
Aion, andevery particular thereof,is of great uſe, 
to the complete ſpirituall Utility of every ſingular 
and individuall Communicant. 
5. It is the faſhion;and nſage of all there formed 
Churches'(I fpeake not of the Gefttte uſed at" rhe 
Comttunion 3 for, they fit att, divers of them ; 
but I ſpeake of receiving of the Coimmunicanes, in 
2 large number, by turnes, one company after ano- 


ther, to the Table) for, both'the French, Datch;and 


Scettiſb-judge this manner of receiving fitteſt, and 
moſt ſutable for the Lords Supper 3 and ſo an{we- 
rably-is their praRice. For the French and Dadch, 
they live among us';_ wee may exffly informe'our 


| church 


ſelves of the truth therein. And for the Scottiſh | 


TS" 


bim, Rexbrich, vefore the Communi6n of the 
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* churchsſce a booke, called, The Gevernment and Or: 


ater of the Church of Scotland, writren by one of that 
Nation, that lay in £00, during the Treaty, cap. 
$.P4g. 24» _ 

It hath beene the ancient praQtice of the churchof 
E:gland, continued fince the Reformation, in many 
churches: And what other conſtruction canbee 
made of thoſe words of the ſervice as the Commu- 
mon,v:z, Draw neereand reccive ? Intending whe- 


' ther the Communion were adminiftred in the chan- 


cell, or Body of the church, the Table ſhould ftand 
in themiddeſt, and the Communicants come neere 
abour it : which, notwithſtanding, was, moſt com- 
moaly done in the chancell ; for, Communicating 
in Pewes, ſo generally as of late, is but a larc uſage 3 
and, at firſt,was pra&iſed but by ſome few particu- 
lar Miniſters, as they ſuppoſed it moſt convenient, 
that all migat be necrelt rogether,to ſee and heare : 


which, in ſome places, whenrithe Pewes were low, 


and the chancell little , or inconveniently diſtant 


from the body of the church, was done in the body 
of the church, vith mere convenience for the Com- 
muaion of the. people together : for which purpoſe 
it was allowed by the R«byect, Thar theTable ſhould 
ftand, at the time of the Communion, in the mid- 


 deſt of the Chancell, or Body of the church 3 lea- 


vaDg it. tO the diſcretionof the M inifter; ro diſpoſe 


of it, as he. ſhould judge itmoſtexpetlient + Now, 


although this pratice, of confidering "Minifters be 
not to bee blamed in them, where the giving ir iti 
Pewcs' was moſt advantagions1 for Communion 


one with anather, for lacing, bearings beiing noereſt 
ny © 


—_ 
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to the Table,445 e6mmon gueſts ogether at ohe 
Board, 'which godly and caretull Minittcrs have'ay- 
med ar, in ſome places 5 yct, fince the neiv building 
of the Peives, ſo high, asthey be in fome places, 
ad in Lozdc,a\moit univerſally, which is a thing 
«come in but lately,this manner ofreceiving in thote 
' Pewes, needs rather a Reformation, than an Imira- 
tion, much leffe tobe made a Rule, as ſome fond 
people would have it 3-who doe, but conſidernor, 
- why, what, or how they. doe Religious Attions. 
The reaſoning is'viry bad, to ſay 3' The Book: of 
Common Prayer allowed, and -godly Miniſtets, 
an{werably adminiftre1 the Communiqn it the 
Pewes, being low, and when all the people' might 
the better bein Cotnmunion bne with' another,ind 
ſee, and heare, ' as common gueſts at one Table ; 
therefore now-we ſhonld have the Communion in 
Pewes, ſo high and -private, that we neither beate | 
- nor ſee, either the Table; Miniſter, or ore another. 
If therefore the Communion'be adminiſtred/in the | 
. Pewes;they muſt be cut-idowne, as math as lately 
they bave beene advanced, or the giving the Com- 
= mugion in them: is a" tiew{-atd firabg: trrafiherof 
communicating; differing Tarrt from the theicnt 
. manner, and from the intenrion of thoſe Minifters, 
who firſtadminifteed it irthe body/of the church. 
_ And, certainly? if rhe fate reviving of theicicht t 
1 aONeT elhringing tle ped ſ6;by riiryes 3 "into | 
the Chadael, tothe Table, bad beeneTo! wile; 25 | 
- to haye tnade nfe ofrhewhole: Chancel; — 
: ofthe nemabephia1 ate flows: aalhber 
5 the Reileahg]yi «fo ,W?o 
£1 | ; ha 
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have eſcap:+rhe folly'of crecting/ary© Attrar ,>and 
tier worihipping tbe workes'of their owne hands, 
irtyd beeve incompiriply convenient, 'andcom- 
mendable above this {catrered -. receivingy .opand 
downe, inhighand private Pewes; ſo-inconvenient, 
by their privacy, for the Communion, that there is 
ſcarce the face;or ſheiv of Communion;in that way 
of Adminfration. ) 


5 Itis2 needloſſe wearineſſe put ypou/the Mini+- 


ſers, ro goe up and'downe the chnreks, reachingand 
ſtreeching; rending and tearing' themſelves in long 


Pewes, to hold forth cae Elements, over foureor © 


five perſons 3 the Miniſters being ſometimes aged, 


ſomerimes ſickly, or afflied wich one painfull in- 


firmity or other 3 by which meanes they are not 
alwaies men of aQti-1ty and firnefſero ſuch imploy- 
metits: which many people have' leſſe regard untd, 


thactotheir Horſe ; to which the righreous mars ' 


mercifull. 2#9v. 12.16, | | 

$ Ir isalſoan eccafion, often-inthis way of ad- 
einiſtring, of _— and. ſpilling:the Bread and 
Wine upon the gronnd,: or on the peoples beads; 


which, by reaſon of this reaching and-'firetching; | 


cannot be avoyded. 


9 Ir is a tedious miſexpence of rime,where there” 


be many Communicants,-as it is in London 57 and 


theteby adiſabling of the Minifter, farremorethan' 


the other way, to the afternoones labour-z as they 
can ſpeake by experietice,which have tryed both the 


wiyes3 and find this deſired way more quick of dis / 
ſ, anc lures , than rhecother'; and:rhemſelyes 


wore ibis, both in bodyand minde 5 to theaſter 


noones 


©. 
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noones imployment; by. gaining rime to furure | 
thoughts, and reſerving greater ſtrength and vigour 
to that'worke, to which they ſhould bave all. helpe.. 


and encouragement. — 

To \0.It mayalſo be ſuppoſed more ſutableto rhe na- 

_. tnreof the Lords Supper;that his Gueſts, whom he, 
bath-invited to hisFable, ſhould come neare unto it, 
of themſclves,to feed thereat,than that theM inifter , 
of Chriſt, that repreſents the Lord. Jasvs, ſhould 
rtinne up and downe after them, . to ſeeke them our, 
where. they {it ſcattered in every corner of the 
Church : whichno Minifter,. in avy refarmed 
Church, uſethto doe, fave enely the Miniſters of. 

this Church of £aglazd: nor is it elſe-where itmpoe 
ſed on them, or expeGed from them 3 but the peo-- 
ple rather ordered A direQion. 

T1 x1, It cannot but be ſuppoſed far more ſeemelyy 
to. adminiſter in this defired way, than for a Mini-”, 
ſterto firide and ſtraddle over the Laps of Maids . 
and Women : a moſt indecent thing 3 which in 
long Pewes cannot be. avoided. | 

23 :223-It isafit thing the Mivifter ſhould diſcerne 
" and khomthe perſons he adminiftreth unto, elſe he., 
may receive Foole:, Mad-men, perſons excommu- 
nicate for foule offences, but hee cannot diſcerne 
whom he receives unto theCommunion,when they 
*\ fit ſtragling, and cloſed up in bigh Pewes, nor to be | 
taken notice of by the Miniſter, 'ro whom they are | 
usſcehe, ilotill be ceme upon them, -and then alſo 
the women cannot be .knowne, unlefſe he take up e- | 


very wamans Hat;tobehold'ber.': . 1 
r3 . 13» It-isa great inconvenience; That the Miniſter 
2:3;+ *y'9 E COM=- - 
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. comming to 2 Pew, and thall find there a perſon not 
. fit zo Communicate, that he muſt be forced. to ſu- 
. ſpend the Adminifiration,and difquiet the-Congre- 
, gation, inthe removing of ſuch a perſan out. of the 
hurch, VV hercas, it ebey; camealtogether;. at one 
tune,to the Table, or oy turnes 3 that company,that 
comes together at-once, would be all diſcerned; and - 
if there were any perſon. uot te be admittcd,/'bee 
, might be ED before tlie Adminiſtration: to 
. that company, be begun:. and ſq ſhall - thete bee yo 
. interruption of the' worke, . after it is Once entered 
. Upon. {1 
5. Ie might be wiſhed, Tharia Londen; and fuok 
Other places, of like nature, where thefame manner 
may be uſefull, that there might be ſome*proviſion 
. made of a Raile, or Wainſcor, ftanding ſome con- 
 venient diſtanee from, the Comauniga Table, np- 
+ on the Cammunjon dayes, toikeepe 6ff the. people 
| from the Table. i * v.37"! ' » "NN 
.. I, For firſt, we cannot ſpareall the Chancell for 1 
thar purpoſe, by. ſhutting up the dgores, by reaſon 
. of rhe wart of rgome. for the bearers, 1; ; | - 1:1 
' 2. Andto.fcave the Table open, in ſuch croyrys z 
of people, as wee have, in many ſmall: Churches 
"within rhe Valles, would expoſe the Furniture 
-or;it to bo pulled co the. gronnd, 2nd the, Wine 
be - apr by jogging the Tab'e, unleſſe ſomerhing 
be ſet _ it, at the ro : from the in- 
juries of the peop'c : among whom, ſome are vet 
Incivill pd in au. al of rhemable xnien 
decent & ER carriage, they be willing m2 


r 
2 
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Ati; 'iti ſome places, the Boyes dee write on the 
Communion Table, the Table being prepared for 


the Communion, and remove the veſſels of Wine 


that be on the Table prepared for the communion 
to taake xoeme for their writing, touling ard ſpot- 


tirg ihe lingen ahd table at the ſame time with 1nke,' 


and in ſome places upon the communien dayes, the 
: table-cloath ard carper are throwne over the bread, 
cand'communion veffel of Vine which are wholly 
' covered therewith, that they may uſe the Table at 
;the ſame-time to write on, which table uſed inthat 
manner, ftands all the Sermon-time more like a 
; Corpſe brought to the'church on a Beare tobe bu- 
[riedthena Table 'prepated forthe teaſting of the 
gueſts of Cizrsr the Lord of heaven and earth ; a 
miſuſage that nore of us would endure tow2rds a 
"table prepzred m- our owne houſes for the entertain- 
anent; of 687 mane friends-d now ſurely though 
neither the Table nor the Elements thereon. be ca- 
"pable of adoration, yet theſe baſe ard unworthy in- 
 dignitics areto be abhorred of all godly Chriſtians. 
Neither is it yrobſervab!e, -rhar when our Saviorir 
ſent twp of his Diſciples. to prepare a place to gate 
the PUover and ro celebrate his laſt Supper, hee 
diretet them prto a man.in whoſe houſe be would 
"perfortne that aRion, and bids them aske for the 
it-chattther, a chamber prepared ang garniſhed 
which hee chaſe for that purpoſe; even in rhe dayes 
of his poverty and the' poverty of his Diſciples, 
which may infiruateto us that as. Holineſſe be- 
Comes his'Houſe, ſo Comliacle and decency be- 
"cones tris 'Ordinances./ 7 
. ” 3 | 
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_ 3 Ir ts very inconyenientiin the eycs ef any clean- | 


ly perſon, that regards what hee receives 1nto his 


| body, tat a crowd ot people thould ftarig cloſets 
'tlie Table, leaning vpon it , and breathing on the 


Bread, which the ongregtion is , by and by, to 
eate 3 ind breathing in che Cups,out,of which they 
are to drinke. 

4 And more then this, it is poffible, that by one 
perſon,that thus ftanderh neere unto,& breatheth on 
the Bread, eſpecially,the ſame perſon being infefted 
with the Plague,or having aPlague-ſore on him (w 
is no rare thing, in our Churches of  Lozdon) that 2 


. whole Congregation of communicanrs may be poj- 


ſoned : as He-ry an Emperour,was poyloned 1n the 
Bread 3 and /i#or a Pope, was poyloned in the 
Cup: to ſay nothing of other loathſame diſcaſed 

ple. In which reſpe&,ſomething abour the Ta- 


bs at the Communiog times, to keepe people 2 


diſtance from the Table, is a thing very convenient 
and defirable. | 

3 It may be wiſhed, that the Miniſter may bee 
allowed, by the Booke of Common Prayers to uſe 


The Body of our Lord [nxvs Cuntsx,phich was giuen 
for you, preſerve your Bodyes and Soules,C7c. once 
enely to every. Tablc-full : and fo likewiſe the 
Prayer at the giving of the Cup 3 and then ro vſe 
Ohely the words, Take, cate. (Fc. and Take, drinke, 


Oc. particularly toevery fingulzr and indviduall 
Communicant 3 and not be overburthened with the - 


repirition of choſe Prayers to- every particular Re- 


Eclvcr : it being a needlefſſ» and a it labour: - - 
C 3 m— Agariſe 


ements,V!z, . 
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Aga inft the deſired way of receiving the Come . Is 


'  munion it may be objeted, 
Obje, TT isa trouble to the Communicants;: to ®. 
TM | [ -* 4/1, pres to the Table from their Pewes,and 
* then toreturhe'back againe,one Roppirg and crow- - 
_*ding the other, in the going from, and comming to 
the Table. | Tm 
t Af, 7 lafiſwere . Where the Communicants-are | 
: many, and the*Roome ſmall, we cannot but mecte 
-with ſome inconveniences , which an humble and 


quiet ſpirit will beare with, as we doe, in Lozdon, - | 


in our owne dwellings, beare with a Thouſand in- 
conveniences, by reaſon of our multitude of people, 
atd ftraitnefſeof place. IZED: 
2 |} 2, The incohvenience is no more thanallthe re- 
+ formed Churches beare, without any tonch 6f ua- 
 willingnefle. Indeed all other Churches have leat- 
Heb. * ned that lefſ@n, Obey them that' bave the. overfight 
13-17: bf you, 'as thoſe that watch for your ſoules: :' onely 
our people, many of them, from their youth, grow 
vp ina perverſe oppoſition of any thing commen- 
-ded'to them by their Minifter. + 1 © 
3 ** 3. Theother way;of receiving in pewesjis btirtheg- 
ed with farre more Inconventences, & of an higher 
- naturezÞoth in rÞgard of the Communion it 1clfe, 
nd alfo in regard of the Communicants': as hath 
" beene before made manifeſt. > 77 10 
4 || 4+ The inconvenience of the people,” who are but 
_ © onceto removezis not-the twenrtierh part of che Mi- 
*niſters inconvenience and labour, the» other way 3; 
"whoſe caſe, atid-and therein his helpe: ro his other 
.Jabouts;2 Cheiſtians ſhoukof ducty,andall good 
- Fer” © > 11140 
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- Chriſtians will, of goodwill, redeeme with ſome 


ſmall inconvenience to themſelves 3 knowing their 
« irength 4s not the ſtrength of Stones, and that their 

very paines upon one Lords-day, is more,than ma-. 

ny of our people in Londor, that grudge onceto re- 

move out of their Pewes, at the Communion, 

ina whole yeare 3 unleſſe it bc in ſerving their plea». 

ſure, and fellowing ſome delights. 

5 Notyabbanding, I ſay, any of our people. 
in London ; yes comparatively they are not conſi- 


' derable : for, there are tence; if net twenty for one, 


- that thinke it no ſuch-trouble to remove once to 
and from the Table ; but doeeftceme it very Cone 
venient to receive in this manner. Neither are they - 

- Indeed, one of an hundred, ther are the cauſes of the 
ftirzos and troubles that are amongſt us, about the 
Worſhip and ſervice of G O Þ, that is by Law 
eftabliſked. - 

6 The Inconvenience would be nothing, if care 
might be taken, by the Churchwardens,as it is at the 
French and Dutch Churches, by the Deacons 3 who 
attend, at the comming up to the Table, ro ſee thar 
the . people that come to it, come one way 3 and 
thoſe thatdepart, depart anether way, not ſuffering 
them to make any ſtop,nor to be any hinderance one 
ro another, in going ahd comming. 


- But the raile, ar which they muſt kneele,is a Po- 2, 0hj. 


Piih innovotion. X 


If the raile offend, there may be a wainſcot made , Azſw, 


inſtead thereof, at it is at. Blaek-frzers Church in 
Lenapn, where reſpe& hath been alwaies bad tozand 
pravifion made for, this manner. of receiving 4 
the Seats being ſo ordered , there about the 


Table . 


— 


- 
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Table, that two or three rowes of Communicants 

may come at onetime reere it, and in View of it : 
which Church, certainly is beyond all exception, 
either of Popery , or Innovation that favours of 


Topery . a, 

© 2" The Raile, indeed, is not primarily the thing 
nienbe offended at, ſo much as the kneeling, as ma- 
ny have confeſſed : for, at the Raile, they ſhall bee 


- © ſeen, whether they kneele, orno3 which, iincl6ſe. 


Pevres, may be concealed. Now,ifthe State ſhould 
thinke fir, to alter the geſture; the Raile, or any 0s 
ther proviſion, forthe caſe ofthe Communicants, 
it'kneeling downe, and rifing up, will be needlefſe. 


/ Yet then, notwirhſtanding, proviſion, for bringmg 


the moſt, at one time, rogether to the Table,will be 
very convenient, And, if the State thinke fit,tocon-. 
tihue the geſture of kneeltng,rhe proviſion ofaRijle,/ 
or any. {uch thing, far the Communicanrs eaſe , in- 
kneeling, downe, end rifing up, carmot juſtly be bla- 
med as Popiſh. 
3 If ſuch provifion, of either Raile, or Wainſcor, * 
cannot conveniently bee fixed, to ſtand perpetually 
irreveryChurch,becanſcof rhe ſmalneſſe ofRoomes 
yet,in many Churches, of greater largenefle, it may. 
And where it cannot be fo, yet a moveable proviſi- 
on may be made, for the Communion dayes, and 


- then uſeds and, after the Communion, be {ct by, till 


the next Communian : and ſo from time to time. - 


- Andſucha Raile, or Wainſcot, cannor be ſubjeRt_ 


tothe imputation of Popery, being onely intengded,. 


| and ufzd for the eaſe and convenience of the Com-' 


municants, in Receiving, and for the bringing of 


= - 4 
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them to gether in the greateſt number that may-be 
to the table, 4n common togerher, 2s18 fit tothe 
natureof aCommunivn,and to defend the table and. 
furnicure therof, from the iniuries ofthe crowd of, 
people before mentioned. | | 
4 Neither can ſuch Raile, or wainſcotz or any 4 
other thing in this caſe onely vſed, be juſtly charged 
as an Jnnouation in- Religion, more then any new 
thing, invented and fer vp in the Church for eaſe 
or benefit of the people : of whichkind we have 
diners things daily brought inte our Churches; 
as 2 wainſcet Skreene to keepe off the wind, high 
pewes, beneficiall that way alſo, locks to our pew: 
doores, that we may inioy them our ſelues, larger 
tights and windowes, galleries,for your youth to ſit 
- in, that werewont to ſtand at their maſters and 
Dames pew dores, nay,more then theſe, the peres 
themſelucs,for;for many yeares,afterChurches were. 
built,there were no pewes at all in Churches one- 
ly as ſome affirme,through the indulgence of the Bi- 
fhops32ged, & fickly people,were allowed to bri 
| a ſtoole erory _ » te jon, yn heaBBRY 
ec ttle and little imitating t » 
hr ly,and the Biſhops a EN 
into a cuſtome with all men, and came from ſtooles 
unto benches, and after into pewes, and at laſt to 
- what it is now come unto, the people ftill altering 
and making new faſhions,as they found moſt  bene- 
ficial for them, as they doe dayly, without w im- 
- putation of Janonation in religion, juſtly charged 
vpon them And this. we may the rather belceue 
to be probable, x - ifwe conſider, that vine | 
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paſt, rorhing'mighe-be ere&cd in Churches, bur oy 
the leaveand allowance of the Biſhop. And alle, 
if we confider the fewneſle of Pewes, in ſome pla- 
ces of our owneKingdome3and eſpecially in # ales, 
where they are ſcarce come yet into uſes and in ma- | 
nyPopiſhCountiesthey have no pewes,to thisday, | 
in their” Churches, but communicate the people 
kneeling on the pavement,in the body of þ Church. 
And 'morcovery ifwe looke upon the Churches in 
the Ezft'p:rtsof the world, who bave no pewes in 
their Ehurches;unta this day,but doc ſtand,or knee! 

_ All the time they be inthe Churchzaccarding to the 
Pmature 08 the a&ion-rhey; be imploicd in, whether 
it bo praytng;rexding'iof theScripture;orPreaching: 
onely the aged are allowed,by rheir Biſhopyto bring k 

_ with them crutches, to caſe themſelves, by reſting + 
and leaning thereupon. Now:theſe'EafterreChurch- | 
& held no Communion, of old, with the Chiwch of 
Rome, bus detefted het, as Antichriſtian 3 excom- 
municated the Pope, as an Heretick 3 and held the: 
maine Doarines of Faith;that the Proreftants pro- [| 
feſſe; did uſea Lirurgic, in many:things, the fame, | 
for -Matter:and Forme; 'with-thatiothe Church.of 
England ; they kiieeled at the Communion; neere 
the Table, to which they drew neere, and came yp 
unto the foote thereofz by which it-ſcemes to/ mee, 
that the Litlirgie is not taken out:ofthe Maſſezbus. 
rather, that the Maſſe crepe into the Liturgies the 
footſteps of it being found in many Churches, thap 
never held Communion with the Church of Zee z 
akd, that kneeling-atthe Communion,\is nota Be- 
pith Ceremony; though abujed by Srupiſen 
SP | it 
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' their Adoration :as al{o,that pewes area new thing, 

- inthe Church 3 which are, notwithftanding, fiet ro 
be cenſured'as a .Popiſh Innovation :from whence 
Finferre, That it is lawfull withour- impetition 'of 

: Popery,or: Innovation ps td invent rhings, 

| That be convenientfor our eaſe and betrefir, orthe 

- more convenient performance of publike Admini- 
ftrations3 as a reile;or a wainſcot;oranyotker thing, 
uſefull for'the convenient givingatid receiving of 
the Communion : I ſay, For the convenient 'givitg 
aud receiving ofthe Communion: for,as fer Altars, 
and Railes about them, out of any opinion of Holi- 
preſſe thereinz or'in the' Charicell, more than'itthe 
Body of the Church; or in the Table, more thawin 
the Font; or in any other Utenfill in the Church; 
or afy poſitive, or exhibitive reverence tobe yeel- 
ded thereuntoz or: any religious bodily worſhipto 
be performed, cirher to the Church, orto any crea- 
rure, confecrare to any holy uſe (the Elements in 
the Communion not excepted) more than negative 
Reverence z.e, not to mifuſe any ſuch thing to any 
other imploiments, tlian ic is deſigned ro;nor to doe 
any unworthy and contemptible Aion to them : 
for other conceits of Holinefle in them,or for wor- 
ſhip to them, by bowing the Body, putring off the 
hat to them, or avy ſuch Signe, or Recognition of 
ary excellency in them for mine owne part, I doe 
efteemſuch veneratis to be an ungrounded fancie & 

4 Superſtition, and ſo ſhall doe, as long as kifling the - 

Calves ſhall beare a (inſull Imputarion upon Re 
cord. Hof. 13-2. | 
5 Yet farther, Admit a Raiſe be ſet about aCom- 
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Welt, North and South, for the-uſe of the Com- 
munien onely,but left ftanding continually,becauſe 
_ the trouþle & charge may be great for the monerh- 
_ of it, & ſetting it up _ as it may 
out, in ſome places, w he Raile (is great, | 
and the Chancell ſpacious 3. ſo that it may be left 
' Nanding, out of Communion time, with more con- 
venience than be remoued to & fro:yet ſuch a Raile 
is 80 Popiſh innovation. 

It tt is not Popiſh, if ſame Merchants, that have 
beene in diverſe Popiſh Ceuntrygs ana Churches 
report the Truth, as J.belecve they doezwho affirme, 
That 2 Raile is not in uſe with thena; and that their 
. Altar are without a Raile; neither have they any in 

\their CSburches, | 
2. Jt is not an innovation. This is. apparent e- 
nough, in that Railes about the, Table, for the uſe 
of the Communion, have beene the cuftorne, in ma- 
ny Churches, Towne and. Counrey, beyond the 
memory of many People of 60..or $0. yeares old, 
whotell of Rails in the Churches,where they were 
borne, cver fince their utmoſt memory : whereof 
there is {Pfficicat record in theBooks sf ſomeChur- 
ches in London,which mention the ſetring of them 
up, in the beginning of Quecne E/zzabetbs Reign 3 
before which time tliere is no mention of them in 
the Books of accounts 3 in which they wonld have 
beene mentioned,had they beenc,at ay time before 
-inuſe in Churches. By which it may appeare,thar 
this manger of receiving the Communion, was an 


AR of the Reformation, at the beginning thereof ; 
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at which time the Altars were braken downe, ard 
the Table ſet .in the mid of the Chancell, -with a 
Raile about it, in great Chancells, for the eafe and 
convenience of the communicants3that they might, 
both come up to the Table, and have ſomething to. 
reſt and ſtay upon, in kneeling downe, and rifing up, 
againe; & that they might be received,in ſome good , 
number, by companies together at the Table, as is. 
fit,in a Communien'one with another. Jn which 
reſpe&,where it was found more convenient, by the 
ſmallnefle of theChancell,8 pewes beingthen low, 
and fit enough for receiving in (for which they are 
altogether unfit now, by-reaſon of their hight) it 
was erdered by the Rnbrick in the Booke of com- 
mon prayer. That the Table ſhould ftard,at the time 
of the Communion, either in the midſt of the Chancell, 
er in themidft of the body of the Church 5 which of 
them(itſeemes) ſhould be thought fitteſt,and moſt 
convenient, for the people te ſee , heare, and bein. 
Communion ene with anotherin: the beſt profit. 
of the people being 2 thing, that the Booke of com-. 
men praycr often takes care for, and hath reſpet 
unto. And,indeed,if the people be not brought to: 
the Table, within ſight and hearing, to what cnd, 
are the ſicramentall a&ious,of breaking the Bread 
of taking the bread, of taking it by the miniſter 
into-his hands, of powring out the wine ? To what 
end doth he ſanQifiethe elements, by blefling,in 
1 their owne language more, then if there were ne {a- 
cramentall a&jons at all,or chen ifthe prayers,rea- 
dings,thank ſgivings and all were in Latice,or-,nei- 
ther in Latine, _ in Evgliſh,. norat all uſed, or 
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whiſpered and fputtercd feeretly,as thePopith. 
Pretites dee ſome part of their mafle;that no .body 
doth beare them? VV hich our learned\men haue con- 
demned in themas debarring tie people of rheur 
benifit by hearing. Ard what other pertinent reaſon 
was yrged not long fince, againk the Innouation- I 
of reading a ſecond Service, as they. call it, at the 
Communion tablezbut rhis ,that 1g many -places,the 
Chancell was' ſo farre diſtant from rhe body of the. 
Church. that the people eou'd nor heare which is 
true of moſt Churches, and of any great Church, 
as wasthe complaint of the people of 6ranthomn. 
againſt their Vicar-in that caſe, and it 15 a ſufficient; 

? reaſon, of ir ſelfe again ft that- praQtice, had it no 
authority of law to backe it,as it hathz fer Queene 
El:zaberb'sInjunRtionsI559 intoynethetable ro 
be ſet ſo, when the Communion is to be celebrated 
as the Miniſter may be moR conueniently heard by; 
the Communnicantes, and ſs is the Canon 8 2 that , 
time of the Communion, the taZle ſhall be placed '1 
31 ſo good ſort within the Church or Chancell, as gher- 
by the HMiniflier tay be moſt conuenienthy heard of the. 

emmunicants, in his prayer and admmiſiratien: and 
Communicants alſs more coonententl, and _m more 
' uumber may communicate with the ſaid Miniſter, 
Now, though rhe Canon be wormed of it's 
authority, yet there 'is great ſutableneſle in it tg 
Reaſon,and good ground it hath, in law,to backe it; 
for the booke of Common prayer in the Ruvrick 
before morning prayer, commands the Miuifter to 

. viea loud voice.and fo in ſome other Rubricks 8& in 

.that before the Leſſons, it ſaith preciſely, wag -> | 
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AMinijter ſpall ſtand, and turne bimſelfe ſv, as be may 
beſt be heard of all that bepreſent. Andafter, to the 
end the people may the better Heare ,+in ſuch 
l:2ces, where they doe fing, the Leflons ſhall be 
fog ina plaine Tune, aſter the manner-of diſtin& 
Reading, &c. The peoples hearings and Edificatt- 
on thereby, being the thing-rhe Common prayer 
Booke often takes eſpeciall care of ; and this agree- 1Cor. 
able ts divine DireRion,' where; the Apoſtle or- 1 4.9. 
dering that all things be done: ta Edification, for. 
bids the ſpeaking ina ſirange Language, affirming, 
if he utter words, not eaſy ta be wideriteed , How 
:ſhall it be knowre what is-ſpoken 5:for- we ſhall 
ſpeake in the Aire, and be both Speakerzand hea- 
rer, as Barbar1a7s one to another. If then, the rea- 
ding of the ſgcond Service, as they called it;at rhe 
Communion. Table, the people: being inthe Bo- - 
dy of tke Church, and therefore unable to beare, 
, was defervedly condemned, as an unfit uſage: why 
2 ſhould we judge otherwiſe, of the peoples abiding 
in their Pewes, at the Communion time? (VVhere- 
in there is, not onely ufe ofthe hearing, but of the 
E | ſeeing and bebolding alſo 3 which, unkeſle they be 
uſed, the Miniftcr and they, ate as dumbe, and deafe 
and blind one to another ) why, I fay, this uſage, 
in Communion time, ſhould not be Condetnned, 
as unfit and unprofitable alſo, ſeemes to me an ab- 
fard thing , and void of ſence and reaſon, 
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ele tRIngs confiderec (notwithftanding the 

rorept in, bf late; about 2 Railed” Al- 
will follow; that ſicti/kinde of provi» 
fir for che Commiutnien, may be 

= d, and uſed lawfully;and ought foto | 

= - -. "bes thatthe Ordinance 5f Chrift, by unfr '' 
- * , + indecent Adminiſtration, taay not loſe 
RE - its Honour, ner the people their beſt advan- 

£3" SR -1 $1243 7 8 ewe th , becauſe of the Superſtition - 
"MF ; "of ſome 'men, thar have gone beyond t he 
__— Conyeniency of the celebration thereof, in 
| *niga reſpects to the Table, whereon, 
« place wherein, it is uſually adminj- 
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